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Minutes 
 

 

1. Welcome 

The Chair, APNA President Ms Karen Booth, opened the meeting and welcomed members and 

guests. 

 

She paid respect to the traditional owners of the land that the meeting was held on, the Turrbal 

People. 

 

The Chair also welcomed APNA Patron Dr Rosemary Bryant, who played an important role in the 

revision of the APNA Constitution in 2017. 

 

2. Attendance and apologies  

The quorum for the meeting under rule 23(1) of the APNA Constitution is the presence in person 

of 10 full members entitled to vote. It was noted this quorum had been exceeded. 

 

No apologies were recorded. 

 

It was noted no members were participating by telephone. 

 

3. 2017 AGM Minutes 

The minutes of the annual general meeting held on Thursday 10 May 2017 were received and 

accepted without amendment by a show of hands. 

 

4. Annual Report  

The Chair summarised key highlights from the 2017 Annual Report, noting 2017 has been a 

competitive year. She noted APNA’s growth with greater activities within projects, more 

lobbying, and increased representation. She also highlighted the increasing number of online 

learning resources.  

 

Ms Booth highlighted a quarter of APNA membership work outside general practice and across 

other sectors within primary health care. She noted the APNA Workforce Survey 2017 recorded 
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improved workplace satisfaction among primary health care nurses which in some cases could be 

because of nurses’ associations like APNA. 

 

The Chair acknowledged APNA’s growing reach in communications through social media, media 

releases and interviews.  

 

She acknowledged members of APNA’s Board and introduced new chief executive officer, Darren 

Carr. She thanked all APNA staff, members, member volunteers, and board directors for their 

support and effort in working towards APNA’s vision of a healthy Australia through best practice 

primary health care nursing.  

 

The Chair concluded by highlighting key numbers in 2017 including: 1,111 workshop attendees, 

1,703 respondents to the APNA Workforce Survey, and 35 Nurse Networks in 2017.  

 

The 2017 Annual Report was accepted by a show of hands. 

 

5. Audited Financial Statements 

 Mr Maurice Wrightson, Chair of APNA’s Finance, Audit and Risk Management (FARM) 

Committee, presented a summary of the audited 2017 financial statements. 

 

Mr Wrightson declared a record profit for the year to 31 December 2017 of $73,806 bringing 

members’ equity to $897,643. He said that APNA has three major sources of income: grant 

income, membership and conference. He commented it was a good year for APNA, even with 

the increase in expenses around projects, conference, and marketing in 2017.  

 

Mr Wrightson acknowledged 2017 doesn’t rank as the year with the highest profit, but insisted it 

was a good year. He noted the organisation moved from being an association to a company 

limited by guarantee which gives APNA more freedom. He also mentioned the introduction of 

periodic payment option for members in 2017, and shifting from an old membership database 

system to a new system.  

 

He noted the launch of APNA’s professional indemnity insurance, which has helped APNA 

tremendously. 

 

The Financial Report, Directors’ Report, and Auditor’s Report for the year ended 31 December 

2017 were accepted by a show of hands.  

 

6. Election of Board Directors 

Interim CEO Matt Hall announced the results of the 2018 board election. Mr Hall reported that 

two vacancies for nurse board members had arisen following the conclusion of terms held by Ms 

Melissa Cromarty, and Ms Jane Bollen. 
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Six candidates stood for election and in accordance with the APNA Constitution a ballot was held. 

The two candidates receiving the highest number of votes were Ms Melissa Cromarty and Ms 

Helen Storer. Mr Hall declared Ms Melissa Cromarty and Ms Helen Storer elected to the APNA 

Board of Directors. He congratulated and welcomed the new Directors to the Board, while also 

thanking all nominees. 

 

The Chair made special mention of the contribution of outgoing board members Ms Jane Bollen 

and presented her with an award in recognition of her service.  
 

9. Questions 

The President and FARM Committee Chair responded to questions from the floor regarding 

nurse funding models and board election 2018. 

 

 

10. Close 

 The Chair declared the meeting closed at 5:05pm. 

 


