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The Australian Primary Health Care Nurses Association (APNA) welcomes the opportunity to contribute to the 

Department of Health’s consultation on the Biosimilar Awareness Implementation Framework. We are 

providing this submission on behalf of our membership, Australian primary health care nurses. 

APNA Submission 

APNA’s responses to the questions raised in the consultation survey are listed below: 

Q.  What are the main benefits of biosimilar medicines for Australia (please select any two of the following 
options)? 

 The lower cost of biosimilars will make them more affordable for the PBS (and therefore to 
taxpayers). 

 The lower cost of biosimilars will make them more affordable for patients. 
 
Q. Consider the statement: Biosimilars are equally safe and effective as their reference (original) biologic. To 

what extent do you agree? 

 Agree 
 

Q. To what extent do you agree with the following statement - The 10 discussion topics identified in the 
Implementation Framework will support clinicians and patients to make informed decisions about biosimilar 
medicines available through the PBS. 

 Agree  
 

Please state your reasons: 

 The discussion topics appear to address all relevant issues regarding biosimilar medicines. It is our 
view that these topics will enable clinicians and patients to make informed decisions about biosimilar 
medicines available through the PBS. 
 

Q. Are there any additional areas that need to be communicated to consumers and/or patients? How would 
you communicate this?  

 It is important for consumers and/or patients to be aware that while biosimilar medicines are similar 
versions of original biological medicines, they are not an exact copy of the original medicine and may 
have a different composition. This means there is a risk of the consumer experiencing side effects 
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with biosimilar medicines (such as an allergic response) that they may not have experienced with the 
original biological medicine. 

 
Q. Are there any additional areas that need to be communicated to clinicians - especially doctors (as 

prescribers), nurses and pharmacists? How would you communicate this? 

 As well as the issue identified above, it is important from a clinician's perspective for there to be 
adequate risk management plans in place around the use of biosimilar medicines. These plans should 
be easily accessible. 
 

 

About APNA 

Australian Primary Health Care Nurses Association (APNA) is the peak professional body for nurses working in 

primary health care. APNA champions the role of primary health care nurses; to advance professional 

recognition, ensure workforce sustainability, nurture leadership in health, and optimise the role of nurses in 

patient-centred care. 

APNA is bold, vibrant and future-focused. We reflect the views of our membership and the broader profession 

by bringing together nurses from across Australia to represent, advocate, promote and celebrate the 

achievements of nurses in primary health care.  

Nurses in primary health care contribute to a healthy Australia through innovative, informed and dynamic 

care.  

www.apna.asn.au 
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